OUR GOALS

WIN THE LOST
DISCIPLE CONVERTS
ESTABLISH LOCAL CHURCHES

TRAIN MEN TO PASTOR
CHURCHES

OUR FIELD

ITALY IS THE 6TH MOST
POPULATED COUNTRY IN
EUROPE.

ITALY IS HOME TO OVER 61
MILLION SOULS.

88% OF ITALIANS CLAIM TO BE
ROMAN CATHOLIC.

ABOUT 1/3 OF THIS GROUP
CLAIM TO BE FAITHFULLY
OBSERVANT.

THERE ARE CURRENTLY 16
INDEPENDENT BAPTIST
MISSION WORKS IN THE
ENTIRE COUNTRY OF [TALY.
THAT WOULD BE LIKE HAVING
16 CHURCHES TOTAL IN THE
STATES OF TEXAS, OKLAHOMA,
NEW MEXICO, COLORADO,
KANSAS, NEBRASKA, [OWA,
MISSOURI, ARKANSAS, AND
LOUISIANA.

THE KEISTER FAMILY
Clifford, Christina, Emma, and Caleb

CONNECT WITH US
405.420.606 | * cdk82@yahoo.com

o [CliffordandChristinaKeister
KEISTERSTOITALY.COM

SENDING CHURCH

Beth Haven
Baptist Church

12400 S.Western Ave.

Oklahoma City, OK 73170
okcbaptistchurch.com &
405.691.6990

Pastor Rick Carter, Jr
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OUR CALL TO ITALY

Our calling to Italy was a beautiful picture of
the providence of God. Throughout my Bible
College vyears, | worked nights at Hobby
Lobby's distribution center. After college, |
moved to the day shift and continued working
in the same department. During that time,
God had been working to move me into a
different position. In the spring of 2011, as |
was walking through the warehouse, the vice
president of the distribution center stopped
me — with a smile on his face — and said that |
should be expecting a phone call. That phone
call came a few days later: Shortly thereafter;
| was transferred into a new department
called The Green Collection, which would

later become the Museum of the Bible.

Shortly after moving into this new position |
was asked to go to Rome, ltaly to help setup
and manage the affairs of an exhibition that
the museum was displaying at St. Peter's
Square. In February of 2012, | left Oklahoma
City and headed to ltaly. My stay in Rome

lasted roughly three months. While there, |
met people from all over the world including

many ltalians.

In March of 2014, the Museum of the Bible
sent my wife and | to Rome to manage a new
exhibition that would be on display again at
St. Peter's Square. We spent four months
living and working in Rome. After several
weeks, | had the opportunity to witness to
a man named Pedro. As | explained that
salvation was a free gift and had nothing to
do with our own works, he looked at me in
amazement and stated he had never heard
of such a thing.

Every week we watched St. Peter's Square
fill with tourists to hear the Pope speak. On
one occasion, at a coffee shop | frequented, |
spoke to an employee and he shared that he
had lived no more than 10 minutes away from
the Vatican his entire life and he never once
went to hear the Pope speak. That experience
as well as many other conversations with our
[talian co-workers revealed to us that many
[talians do not faithfully practice the Catholic

religion like we once thought. After these
experiences we searched for bible-believing
churches in ltaly and found very few. This
truly burdened our hearts.

While in Rome we built some great
friendships with the locals and picked up a
decent understanding of the Italian language.
We experienced the culture firsthand by
buying groceries at the markets, navigating the
public transportation systems, and seeking

medical attention from Italian doctors.

The Lord knit our hearts with the Italian
people and burdened us for their great
need of salvation. They have been neglected
for so long and are in desperate need of
knowing the true gospel message as found in
Ephesians 2:8-9. With God's help, we desire
to win the lost, disciple converts, and train
men to pastor local, indigenous churches.
Please pray with us and consider supporting
our family in this endeavor.

“To open their eyes, and to turn them from
darkness to light..” Acts 26:18



